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Chapter President’s

Message —

Rich Brunson
Mountain View Hospital
Payson, Utah

March 2009
Greetings USHE members.

It is time again for the USHE Spring Conference to
be held in St George, Utah. We have lined up atgrea
list of experts to address the USHE Group with
helpful topics including the following:
-+ Joint Commission Review (Dean Samet)
Emergency Preparedness (Jay Workman)
ADA Standards Modification (Jon Faill)
Fire Door Inspection Requirements (ASSA
Abloy)

All of these topics will be addressed by experts in
their respective fields. In addition to this traigj we
are also high-lighting 2-premier health care féei;




USHE Utah Chapter Newsletter,

Utah Valley Regional Medical Center and the
Veterans Administration Medical Center.

One other important part of the conference is the
award for the USHE 2009 Professional of the Year.
This award is designed to recognize a Health Care
professional for their significant contributionsriot
only their facility, but also the USHE organization

As always, we are extremely grateful for the suppor
and efforts of the Vendors without whom, the
organization could not succeed. They truly are the
life blood of our organization.

Lastly, | want to give my personal thanks to eath o
the USHE Board members.

President- Rich Brunson

President Elect- Andrew Burkhardt

Past President- Mark Liddle

Northern Regional Director - Roger Burnhope
Salt Lake Regional Director- Blaine Swainston
Central Regional Director - Shane Frank
Southern Regional Director- Chuck Seegmiller
Education/Advocacy Director - Vacant
Communications Director - Bob Hooper
Program Director - Jackie McGill

Treasurer - Libby Crapo

Promotions Director - Peggy Stettler

Historian - Murray Hayward

Secretary- Linda Blair

Website Coordinator - Rich Brunson

| would be lying if | said | wasn'’t excited for & to
warmer weather and a chance to dust off the clubs a
the Ledges! Please drive safely and | look forward
seeing all of you in St George!

Warmest regards,

Rich Brunson
President, USHE
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Advisories and Alerts

American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act Update (March 19, 2009)

In the recently passed American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009, Congress has made funds
available that affect the health care sector of the
economy.

The Joint Commission New and Revised

2009 Accreditation RequirementSuanuary 8,
2009)

On January 5, 2009, the Joint Commission postest a 4
page document titled "New and Revised 2009
Accreditation Requirements, Hospital Accreditation
Program" on its Web site. It appears that these arav
revised requirements, which are in addition to the
revisions included in the 2009 Comprehensive Habpit
Accreditation Manual, have not been released or
published through any Joint Commission sourcesrothe
than the Web site posting. This has led to confusio
regarding compliance requirements among accredited
hospitals and health care organizations.

Signatures needed on House letter urging
President-elect to include hospital issues
in economic recovery packag@anuary 7, 2009)

The first priority of the Obama administration whien
takes office in two weeks is to enact an economic
recovery package. Reps. Robert Brady (D-PA) and Joe
Wilson (R-SC) are asking their House colleaguesign

a letter urging the President-elect to includeefdlbr
hospitals in the plan. Has your representativeezi@n

The letter cites the "necessity of maintaining the
economic health of our nation's hospitals" and sithat
hospitals are among the nation's largest employéve—
million jobs nationwide.

The 2009 Joint
Commission
Standards and

Scoring Process
(December 2, 2008)

The Joint Commission has - *
issued a new scoring and -
decision-making process for all accreditation and
certification programs, to take effect JanuarydQ2
This process has been developed to take into attoein
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criticality of meeting Joint Commission standardsl a
associated elements of performance (EPSs).

In addition, significant revisions have been mawl&iC
standards that affect the hospital physical envirent:

A new chapter on life safety has been created
and included in most TJC accreditation
manuals, including the hospital accreditation
manual.

The Environment of Care chapter has been
revised

The Emergency Management chapter has been
revised.

Based on the total number of EPs that relate to the
health care physical environment, it appears that
compliance expectations have substantially incekase
Although it is true the number of EPs related ® th
health care physical environment, especially inLiife
Safety chapter, have increased dramatically irR6G9
standards, most of these are requirements théititci
have been responsible for under the 2008 standards.

2009 Scoring and Decision-Making Process
New Life Safety Chapter

Revised Environment of Care Chapter
Revised Emergency Management Chapter
Appendix A: 2009 Scoring and Decision-
Making Process FAQs Revised Emergency
Management Chapter

Appendix B: Life Safety Chapter FAQs
Appendix C: Environment of Care Chapter
FAQs

Appendix D: Emergency Management
Chapter FAQ

Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS)

In order for a health care organization to partitépin
and receive payment from the Medicare or Medicaid
programs, it must be certified as complying with th
Conditions of Participation, or standards, sethfant
federal regulations. This certification is basedaon
survey conducted by a state agency on behalf of the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).
However, if a national accrediting organizationgtsas
the Joint Commission, has and enforces standaadls th
meet the federal Conditions of Participation, CM&m
grant the accrediting organization "deeming" autkior
and "deem" each accredited health care organizaton
meeting the Medicare and Medicaid certification
requirements. The health care organization woule ha
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"deemed status" and would not be subject to the
Medicare survey and certification process.

CMS conducts random validation surveys and complain
investigations of organizations with deemed status
through Joint Commission accreditation. In additibre
Joint Commission is obliged to provide CMS with a
listing of, and related documentation for, orgatizes
receiving conditional accreditation, preliminary
nonaccreditation, and nonaccreditation. The Joint
Commission also provides CMS with accreditation
decision reports for hospitals involved in CMS
validation surveys and any other survey report CMS
requests.

The Guidelines Public Comment
Period Has Closed
The opportunity for public comment on the draft 2010

Guidelines for Design and Construction of Health @a
Facilities has ended. ] J

7
e .

Comments submitted by the
public will be reviewed by
members of the Health
Guidelines Revision Committee
as they finalize the content for
the 2010 edition. For more information about the
Guidelines revision process, click "Guidelines R&is"
in the column to the left.

To learn more about the document, the proposedgesan
and the public comment period, read the Bf&iss release
announcing the opening of the comment period.

Questions? Please e-maifo@fgiguidelines.org

Hospital eTool

To find out about healthcare specific hazards, OSHA
has developed a computerized graphical eTool fo hel
employers identify and address potential occupation
hazards in hospitals. Using a graphical intuitive
approach, Hospital eTool presents each potentzrida
by the departments or services where it they could
occur. For instance, clicking on Laundry opens a
module which identifies potential risks (such as
contaminated laundry, sharps handling, heat steess,
so on) and possible solutions. Although specifiti®S
regulations are cited it does not read like stéeakup
instructions. Richly populated with photos and
QuickTime video clips, Hospital eTool is an excetle
resource for assessing your healthcare workensafet
program. To get to Hospital eTool click on:
www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/hospital/index.html
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Environmental Protection
Agency Spill Prevention Control
and Countermeasure Plan
(SPCC) May 8, 2007

is part

of the Clean Water Act. All facilities that use
aboveground storage tanks with a capacity grelser t
1320 gallons or a total underground capacity greate
than 42,000 gallons must have a SPCC plan. The
primary purpose is to mitigate the possibility cll
that could contaminate water supplies. This inciuoiat
only nearby water sources and storm sewers but also
must take into consideration the possibility of
contaminating ground water. The plan must have a
professional engineer's (PE) certification

Bed Rail Safety
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is the fealer
agency whose
mission it is "to
promote and protect
the public health by
helping safe and
effective products
reach the market in a
timely way, and
monitoring products
for continuing safety after they are in use." Inyya
1999, the FDA's Center for Devices and Radiological
Health convened the Hospital Bed Safety Workgroup
(HBSW) in response to statistics relating to deaths
resulting from entrapments in hospital bed raild tm
examine the issues of entrapment in various comgpene
of hospital bed systems. Membership of the group is
composed of representatives from nursing, home care
long term care, bed manufacturers, patient saéayed
groups, and others, including ASHE and JCAHO. The
original direction of the group was to potentially
regulate bed rails as medical devices. Since ima, t
the HBSW has been working to develop documents and
tools to reduce the potential for entrapment irpltas
bed systems.

In this context, "hospital bed system" refers taexdical
bed, regardless of the health care setting in wiiish
used. It should be noted that certain specialty bed
systems will be considered exempt from the actsitf
the HBSW, and therefore are also exempt from this
discussion:
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Air-fluidized bed systems

Proning bed systems

Bariatric bed systems

Pediatric beds and cribs

Exam, OR, and other specialty tables and
stretchers

Kinetic treatment tables (exempt from zones 1,
6, and 7)

Rotation bed systems (exempt from zones 1, 6,
and 7)

Air flotation bed systems (exempt from zones
1,6,and 7)
Labor/delivery/recovery/post-partum bed
systems (exempt from zone 7) Overlays are
not considered to be a part of the bed system.

"Entrapment" is defined here as the head or netkeof
patient or resident becoming caught, trapped, or
entangled in the bed system. This entrapment also
carries the associated risk of serious injury @tldeThe
scope of the Hospital Bed Safety Workgroup was
limited to examining the issues related to entrags)e
and restricted from looking at patient falls rethte bed
rails, although falls occur much more frequentigrth
entrapments.

Entrapments may occur in a bed system because the
original bed design did not appropriately addréss t

risk. More commonly, however, bed system components
may have been replaced or exchanged subsequent to
their initial purchase, without consideration o th

creation of a potential hazard.

Entrapments in hospital bed systems have been flaund
occur in a total of six zones.

Zone 1: Between the mattress and the bottom
of the rail at rail end

Zone 2: Between the mattress and the bottom
of the rail between rail supports

Zone 3: Between adjacent bars of a ralil

Zone 4: Between the side of the mattress and
the inside of a rail

Zone 5: The space between split rails

Zone 6: The space between the end of a ralil
and the head or foot board

Zone 7: Between the end of the mattress and
the head or foot board

There have been no reported entrapment incidents in
zone 7. Based on the statistics that the first fomes
constitute 87% of the entrapment incidents, the YWBS
has focused its primary efforts on zones 1-4.
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ASHE 2009 Training
Calendar

The following classes are
sponsored by ASHE and can be
viewed at the below listed link:

" #$$% "

CLASSES (various Locations)

Compliance with the Joint Commission
Standards on the Physical Environment
HealthCare Construction Certificate
HealthCare Construction Management
Certificate Program...Managing the
Process before it Manages You
Infection Control: Managing Risk During
Construction, Operation and
Maintenance of Facilities

Note: in addition to these classes, there are
also a number of other e-learning
opportunities detailed at the above listed
link.

2009 Flood Safety Awareness
guide

A copy of the 2009 Flood Safety
Awareness guide is now available on
our website:
http://homelandsecurity.utah.gov

The weather service will also be
posting information on their site:
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/slc/wxsafet

y

From Kevin Barjenbruch - National
Weather Service:
Hi Everyone,

Your help is requested in this

campaign, designed to educate
the citizens of Utah on hazards
associated with flood and flash
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floods, as well as what can be done
to save lives and
protect property.

A copy from the
Flood Safety
Awareness Week
publication is
attached. The
publication and
the Declaration
from the
Governor's Office
will soon be
posted on the
National Weather
Service Salt Lake
City web page at

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/slc/wxsafet

y.
We encourage you to contact the
Utah Department of Public Safety,
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency Region VIII, the four Utah
chapters of the American Red Cross,
and the National Weather Service

for additional information.

Brian Mclnerney, Senior Service
Hydrologist NOAA's National Weather
Service Salt Lake City
801-971-2033
Brian.Mcinerney@noaa.gov

&

Kevin Barjenbruch, Warning
Coordination Meteorologist NOAA's
National Weather Service Salt Lake
City

801-524-5113
kevin.barjenbruch@noaa.gov

@'vv'Vva"vv'VVvv@

| Need your input! For comments, article
ideas or other suggestions, please contact me

at:
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President Rich Brunson richard.brunson@mountainstarhealth.com
President ElectAndrew Burkhardt Andrew.Burkhardt@imail.org
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Secretary Linda Blair Iblair@big-d.com

Treasurer Libby Crapo mailto:libby @actiondoorcontrols.com

Salt Lake Dir Blaine Swainston blaine.swainston@hsc.utah.edu
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